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Environmental Artists

Exposure by Antony Gormley, 2010

Glossary
conceptual art Art where the idea behind the work 

is more important than the finished 
piece.

ecosystem The complex relationship between 
the plants and animals in a particular 
environment.

marine debris Waste found in the seas and oceans.

sustainability The ability to be maintained without 
exhausting natural resources.

Environmental art
Environmental art addresses concerns relating to the 
natural and urban environment. Modern environmental 
artists create work that highlights sustainability and 
ecological issues, such as marine debris, consumer 
waste, pollution, deforestation and the destruction 
of ecosystems. The artworks can be impactful or 
shocking to make us think more deeply about our 
relationship with the natural world. They can also be 
conceptual, which means that their intention may not be 
immediately apparent.

Reuse, recycle and repurpose
Environmental artists create their artworks from waste 
or recycled materials, such as plastic, paper, glass, 
metal, tyres, fabrics and other found materials. Using 
recycled materials reduces the amount of waste in the 
environment and supports the artist’s message. For 
example, this sculpture of a crab, made using plastic 
bottles, highlights the damage done to our oceans by 
single-use plastic. 

Ocean art
Ocean art is constructed from marine debris. It is 
impactful, highlighting the plight of marine animals. 
For example, this sculpture of a giant fish, created from 
single-use plastic from nearby waters, shows how fish 
are ingesting plastics to a point where their bodies are 
full and they can no longer survive.

Ocean plastics
Ocean plastics are usually single-use plastics that cannot 
be recycled, such as food wrappers, water bottles, carrier 
bags, straws and takeaway containers. This is causing 
significant harm to marine animals. At current rates, 
scientists expect the amount of plastic in the seas and 
oceans to outweigh the number of fish by 2050. 

This sculpture of a human figure next to a dyke will 
gradually disappear from view due to climate change 
and rising sea levels.

Ice Watch by Olafur Eliasson, 2015

This art installation 
is made from chunks 
of ice taken from 
icebergs off the coast 
of Greenland. The 
artist wanted people 
to watch the artwork 
melt away to bring 
them closer to climate 
change in action.
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Tints, Tones and Shades

Landscapes

Mixing tints, shades and tones

Glossary
horizon The line at which the Earth’s surface and 

the sky appear to meet.

hue A version of a colour.

perspective A technique that enables artists to add 
depth to a painting or drawing.

Tones

tones of red

A tone is a colour mixed with grey. Tones are less vibrant 
than the original colour. Using a tonal colour in a painting 
balances other intense colours and bright hues. When 
mixing a tone, begin with the pure colour and add grey 
paint a tiny bit at a time.  

A landscape is an artwork that represents an 
environment. Examples include coastal landscapes, 
cityscapes or fantasy landscapes. Landscapes should 
feature a horizon and perspective, which gives the 
artwork depth and an impression of distance.

This diagram shows how tints, shades and tones are made.

Tints

tints of red

A tint is a colour mixed with white. The more white paint 
that is added to the original colour, the lighter the tint. 
A tint can range from slightly lighter than the original 
colour, to almost white. When mixing a tint, begin with 
the pure colour and add white paint a tiny bit at a time.

In painting, everything has a colour. The word hue is 
used to describe a colour or the shade of a colour.

pure colour white tint+ =

pure colour shadeblack+ =

pure colour tonegrey+ =

Creating light and shadow

Still Life with Basket of Apples by Vincent van Gogh, 1885

Tints and shades are used in paintings to create light 
and shadow. This painting by Vincent van Gogh is a good 
example of the use of tints and shades. The apples in the 
foreground are painted in tints of green to emphasise 
light. The apples in the background are painted in shades 
of green to show that they are in the shadows.

shades of red

A shade is a colour mixed with black. The more black 
paint that is added to the original colour, the darker the 
shade. A shade can range from slightly darker than the 
original colour, to nearly black. When mixing a shade, 
begin with the pure colour and add black paint a tiny bit 
at a time.

Shades
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Trailblazers, Barrier 
Breakers
Many black artists have used their art to express their thoughts, 
experiences and emotions. The artworks shown, cover the period from 
1867, when the civil rights movement in the USA had just formed to 
combat racial discrimination, up to the present day. These pioneering 
black artists have led the way for others to share their experiences 
through art.

Augusta Savage was born 
in Florida, USA. She was 
the first African American 
woman to open an art gallery 
to showcase work by black 
artists. She aimed to promote 
black arts and community in 
her work.

The Harp (1939) by Augusta 
Savage shows the strings of a 
harp replaced with 12 singing 
African American youths, 
symbolising the powerful 
musical contribution that 
African American people have 
made throughout history.

Augusta Savage 
(1892–1962) 

Edmonia Lewis was born in New York, 
USA and was the first black woman 
to be recognised as an accomplished 
sculptor. The abolitionist movement 
greatly influenced her art.

Forever Free (1867) by  
Edmonia Lewis shows two people 
who had been enslaved but are 
now free. The sculpture sends a 
message of triumph over adversity 
and of hope for the future for African 
American people. Forever Free

Edmonia Lewis 
(c1844–1907)

Yinka Shonibare was born in London but grew up in Nigeria. He 
explores the relationship between Africa and Europe, their connected 
history and culture, through his art.

Nelson’s Ship in a Bottle (2010) by Yinka Shonibare was the first 
commission for Trafalgar Square by a black artist. It symbolises and 
celebrates the story of multiculturalism in London.

Yinka Shonibare 
(1962–present)

Henry Ossawa Tanner, born in 
Pittsburgh, USA, was the first 
African American painter to achieve 
international fame and recognition 
in the Fine Arts world. The lives of 
African American people influenced 
his work.

The Banjo Lesson (1893) by  
Henry Ossawa Tanner shows an 
elderly man teaching a young 
child the banjo, symbolising the 
resilience, intellect and caring 
nature of the once enslaved African 
American people. The Banjo Lesson

Henry Ossawa Tanner 
(1859–1937)

Gordon Parks, born in Kansas, USA, became a self-taught photographer. 
He suffered racial abuse as a child, and so used photography to 
document poverty and racial segregation experienced by black people.

The Fontenelles at the Poverty Board (1967) by Gordon Parks shows a 
poor, black family in New York, symbolising the hardship many endured 
in the USA.

Gordon Parks 
(1912–2006) 

The Fontenelles at the Poverty Board 

Elizabeth Catlett was born 
in Washington, USA. She 
was an activist whose art 
was influenced by Mexican 
artist’s murals whose work 
presented public messages.

Students Aspire (1977) 
by Elizabeth Catlett is a 
relief showing two African 
American students. It acts 
as a call for cooperation and 
racial and gender equality.

Elizabeth Catlett 
(1915–2012)

Nelson’s Ship in a Bottle 

The Harp Students Aspire
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Glossary
analysis The act of studying something in detail.

civil rights The rights that every person has in a society, 
whatever their race, sex or religion.

heritage The features, such as traditions, beliefs and 
languages that belong to a society’s culture from 
the past, which has historical importance today.

immigrant A person who has come to live permanently in a 
different country.

multiculturalism  The belief that different cultures within a society 
are all of equal importance.

pioneer A person who is one of the first people to do 
something.

racial 
discrimination  

Unfair treatment of someone because of their 
race.

symbolise To represent or express something.

trailblazer The first person to do something, then inspire 
other people to achieve what they have or 
something similar.

Art analysis involves a person, the viewer, looking at a piece of art 
carefully and critically. A person does this by exploring aspects of the 
artwork, including, colour, tonal range, light sources and shadows, 
setting and the arrangement and dominance of objects and people. 
For example, if the viewer analyses tonal range, they might identify the 
range of dark tones, mid-tones and highlights that have been used in 
the artwork and why they think the artist used these tones.

The purpose of art analysis is to allow viewers to explore the different 
aspects of an artist’s work to help them to understand why the artist 
created the piece and what it means. 

Art analysis 

Turgo Bastien was born in 
Haiti in the Caribbean. He 
uses art to represent black 
and Haitian culture and 
teach people about the 
world around them.

Another Call from Africa 
(2009) by Turgo Bastien 
uses bright colours and 
African masks to celebrate 
African culture. Masks play 
an important spiritual and 
religious role in African 
societies and are therefore 
a significant feature within 
Turgo Bastien’s work.

Turgo Bastien 
(1968–present) 

Another Call from Africa 

Chris Ofili was born in 
Manchester, England. He 
now lives on the island of 
Trinidad in the Caribbean. 
His art documents and 
celebrates the experiences 
of black people, including 
challenging racism.

No Woman, No Cry (1998) 
by Chris Ofili depicts Doreen 
Lawrence. Her son, Stephen 
Lawrence, was killed in a 
racist attack in London in 
1993. Pictures of her son 
appear in her teardrops in the painting. The painting aimed to highlight 
the effect of racial discrimination, which still existed at the time of 
Stephen Lawrence’s death.

Chris Ofili 
(1968–present)

No Woman, No Cry 

Barbara Walker was born in Birmingham, England. Issues of race and 
gender influence her work.

Vanishing Point 7 (2018) by Barbara Walker explores how the art 
of black people has been underrepresented in public collections of 
artworks through history.

Barbara Walker 
(1964–present)

Vanishing Point 7 

Hurvin Anderson was born 
in Birmingham, England, to 
Jamaican parents. The lives 
of Afro-Caribbean migrants 
living in England influence  
his art.

Peter’s Sitters 3 (2009) by 
Hurvin Anderson connects his 
Caribbean heritage with life 
in England. Colour symbolises 
his Caribbean heritage, while 
the barbershop symbolises 
an important aspect of life in 
England to Afro-Caribbean 
immigrants.

Hurvin Anderson 
(1965–present)

Peter’s Sitters 3 
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